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Challenges and Prospects for Physical-Motor Play
During the Transition from Preschool to Elementary School:

Insights from Research Trends on Tag-Game

Akihito Nishida

Abstract

This study aimed to identify research trends on the use of tag games in education. A title analysis was performed on a corpus
of 162 research papers on tag games published as of December 2023. Next, we investigated the positioning of tag games in early
childhood and elementary education as well as their educational value. It was found that research on tag games was relatively
scarce until around the year 2000, but since then, the number of publications has increased significantly. Prior to 1997, research
on tag games primarily focused on their structure and characteristics. However, since 2008, the scope of research has progres-
sively broadened to include the benefits of tag games for children. More recently, there has been growing interest in examining
the application of tag games in early childhood and elementary education. In early childhood education, tag games center on
children’s perspectives as the primary agents of play. The games are designed in collaboration with educators to allow children
to engage in activities tailored to their developmental stage. In contrast, tag games in elementary education are often structured
play, planned by teachers to meet curricular goals and provide students with learning opportunities. While there is a growing
recognition of play-based learning in both early childhood and elementary education, differences were observed in the position-
ing and treatment of play. Focusing on guided play, which integrates children’s autonomy and adult guidance, it is necessary to
enhance the continuity of the educational curriculum from early childhood to early elementary grades by utilizing a game frame-
work that balances freedom and rules in play-based learning. These findings support the argument that tag games have consis-

tent pedagogical implications in early childhood and elementary education.
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20084E DB EF EHICB VTSN [FELD
FARRTEE) | R [RE - MR EOFHE] Lo 728l
C3E U A AR SNz —T, 20184 LAREDOIZE T
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I NEBITTARITH L. ZoORHIZEWTIE,
Weisberg et al. (2016) 25#&#89 % Guided Play ®#0, B
X UF Pyle and Danniels (2017) 2SR ECNZ R L L
2D MEYEIZ BT B Learning through games (77— 4 %
WL72%E) OB HEBENZIRR D 2 EDRR
T3 5. Learning through games % 3% & L 722200 &
SEL, HRBIOKEEIIBWTT-EH OFERN 2 GE)A
REND L) WMERIC L 2 BN 2R ARD &
nam CUEkkaEd, 2018, p26), NEREEFEICB W
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L TZOREWZAGEIC H 2 1015 T GREEDEH S
b CCEREF#E, 2017b, pp20-21) 25 bW S T

440% W15 FMT7410A

H5. BIBNOBEFIIBNT, =280 - B -
HI2As, 7L ZREBRHMIC X - TEFF s hTwiz e
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c— DRI o TEH L 235, [B)—&ITFE D
WU L > THELZ MW HZ ANV ER LI L2 HE
YA —LThHY, TOREM MM, HH (2014)
RIS 2 L 912, BN V> OB HORA 2 KT
52 LTHRLOND HHORBRIZS %.

Wit N, ZOWEICB W THRE & R E A Guided
Play I2 B 17 2% #, ¥ 4&bbH, HEERE (Learning
goals), IR¥EF%E (Structured environment), 7O F10)
1) (Focusing attention), fE¥#t} (Scaffolding) % J
eT 2Ly, [F—az2@BL2E] L LTHV.T5
RS 5. BRI, REESLEMARE DL
K2 v — R HIWZ PIREICHIR L, N8 L 7222/
RARLEOBBEAMK L9 2T, FLIHNEE
ICHIE 2 Z R L, SATEHMT 288/ % AF ) 2h35,
FUOORRERS VI EREZMRL, EOPMEGH L
BRI T- £ D50 & 2R ¢ 3 MR R 208 U TG
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Hzfk ) rteZElzHoTnb EF 2 5. FEE, Pyleand
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b O ERI DO 2168 & 52 2 5 EHE BRGNS
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bHND.
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