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The discourse on “Okinawan-ness” in Okinawan sports news coverage:

Analysis of local newspapers in Okinawa since 2000

Kenjiro Nakayama

Abstract
The discourse on “Okinawan-ness” is frequently used in Okinawan sports news coverage. Some studies have suggested
that emphasizing national teams and athletes in news coverage reinforces nationalism and national identities. Thus, the dis-
course on “Okinawan-ness” in Okinawan sports news coverage may significantly influence the construction of Okinawan identi-
ties; however, its use and meaning have not been comprehensively examined. Therefore, this study aims to examine the usage
and meaning of “Okinawan-ness” in Okinawan sports news coverage.
A content analysis was conducted on 233 articles from 2000 onward in the “Ryukyu Shimpo” and the “Okinawa Times,” the
two major regional newspapers in Okinawa, using the phrase “Okinawan-ness.” The results revealed the following:
(1) The discourse on “Okinawan-ness” is most frequently used in basketball, particularly in connotations such as “speed of
a small player” and “unique individuality.”
(2) The discourse on “Okinawan-ness” tends to be used for a wide range of competition levels and ages ranging from chil-
dren to adults.
(3) There are some differences in gender in which the discourse on “Okinawan-ness” is expressed in each competition.
However, when viewed as a whole, there are some commonalities in the frequently used codes regardless of gender.
(4) The meaning of the discourse on “Okinawan-ness” varies depending on the competition and context, and the meaning
has not been clarified (and cannot be read) in many cases.
These findings suggest that the meaning of the discourse on “Okinawan-ness” in a particular competition symbolizes and dif-
ferentiates the position and character of Okinawa in Japan. Moreover, the fluidity of the meaning could result in ensuring the

self-evident nature of “Okinawan-ness.”
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